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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 

U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

2. Claims 1-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Funk (US. 5793497). 

Regarding claim 1 , Funk discloses a method of suspending delivery (see 
figure 4) of an electronic document, for an electronic document delivery system 
comprising the steps of: 

Entering a delivery schedule (customer database 200) for the electronic 
document into an electronic receiving device (processing system 104)(fig. 2, col. 
4, lines 24-30); and 

Automatically suspending, without user intervention, delivery of the 
electronic document based on the delivery schedule (see fig. 4-1, field 20, col. 5, 
lines 16-32 and lines 43-51). 
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Regarding claim 2, Funk discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein entering the 
delivery schedule includes storing (customer database 200) a delivery 
suspension period for the electronic document (fig. 4, col. 5, lines 16-26). 

Regarding claim 3, Funk discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein entering 
the delivery schedule includes entering a delivery suspension scheme that 
provides for, where the electronic document is a recurring time basis publication, 
replacing the electronic document by a later delivered electronic document for 
the recurring time basis publication each time a new publication of the electronic 
document arrives so that a latest available publication of the electronic document 
is stored (fig. 4, col. 5, lines 16-51). 

Regarding claim 4, Funk discloses the method of claim 1, wherein entering 
the delivery schedule includes entering an instruction to suspend delivery 
indefinitely until reestablishment of delivery by a request by a user (fig. 4-1 field 
20, col. 5, lines 16-27). 

Regarding claim 5, Funk discloses the method of claim 1, wherein entering 
the delivery schedule includes entering an entire delivery list for delivery 
suspension (fig. 2, col. 4, lines 24-51). 
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Regarding claim 6, Funk discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the delivery 
schedule includes delivery of a plurality of electronically published documents 
(fig. 1,col.3, lines 36-42). 

Regarding claim 7, Funk discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the delivery 
schedule includes delivery of electronic mail (fig. 2, col. 4, lines 39-56). 

Regarding claim 8, Funk discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the 
electronic document delivery system controls delivery of electronic documents to 
a user's computer (end terminal-1 14) (fig. 1, col. 3, lines 53-58). 

Regarding claim 9, Funk discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the 
electronic document delivery system controls delivery of electronic documents to 
a user's handheld device (end terminal 114) (fig. 1, col. 3, lines 53-58). 

Regarding claim 10, Funk discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the 
delivery schedule is modifiable remotely by a user (fig. 1, col. 4, lines 6-23). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Funk discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the 
delivery schedule is set to allow delivery of electronic documents that requires 
less than a specified memory allocation size and to suspend delivery of 
electronic documents that require greater than or equal storage space compared 
to the specified memory allocation size (fig. 5, col. 6, lines 46-63). 
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Regarding claim 12, Funk discloses the method of controlling storage 
(processor 104) of electronic documents received for an electronic document 
delivery system (see figure 4), comprising the steps of: 

Setting at least on restriction on storing electronic documents received (fig. 
5, col. 6, lines 64-67 and col. 7, lines 1-2); and 

Automatically adapting, without user intervention, a scheme for storage of 
the electronic documents based on the at least one restriction (fig. 6, col. 7, lines 
3-20). 

Regarding claim 13, Funk discloses the method of claim 12, wherein setting at 
least one restriction includes storing a suspension period during which electronic 
document that are received are not stored (fig. 6, col. 7, lines 17-20). 

Regarding claim 14, Funk discloses the method of claim 12, wherein setting at 
least one restriction on storing electronic documents received includes, where a 
received electronic document is a recurring time basis publication/replacing, in 
memory, a previous publication of the received electronic document by the 
received electronic document each time a new publication of a received 
electronic document arrives so that a latest available publication of the electronic 
documents is stored (fig. 4, col. 5, lines 16-51). 
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Regarding claim 15, Funk discloses the method of claim 12, wherein setting at 
least one restriction on storing electronic documents received includes entering 
an instruction to suspend delivery indefinitely until re-establishment of delivery by 
a request by a user (fig. 4-1 field 20, col. 5, lines 16-28; fig. 6, col. 7, lines 3-20). 

Regarding claim 16, Funk discloses the method of claim 12, wherein setting at 
least one restriction on storing electronic documents received includes entering 
an entire delivery list for delivery suspension (fig. 6, col. 7, lines 3-20). 

Regarding claim 17, Funk discloses the method of claim 12, wherein setting at 
least one restriction on storing electronic documents received includes regulating 
storage of at least one electronically published document that is received (fig. 6, 
col. 7, lines 3-27). 

Regarding claim 18, Funk discloses the method of claim 12, wherein setting at 
least one restriction on storing electronic documents received includes regulating 
storage of at least one category of electronic mail that is received (fig. 6, col. 7, 
lines 3-27). 

Regarding claim 19, Funk disclose the method of claim 12, wherein the 
electronic document delivery system controls delivery of a plurality of electronic 
documents to a user's computer (end terminal-1 14) (fig. 1 , col. 3, lines 53-58). 
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Regarding claim 20, Funk discloses the method of claim 12, wherein the 
electronic document delivery system controls delivery of electronic documents to 
a user's handheld device (end terminal 114) (fig. 1, col. 3, lines 53-58). 

Regarding claim 21, Funk discloses the method of claim 12, wherein setting at 
least one restriction on storing electronic documents received includes is 
accomplished remotely by a user (fig. 1 , col. 4, lines 6-23). 

Regarding claim 22, Funk discloses the method of claim 12, wherein setting at 
least one restriction on storing electronic documents received includes allowing 
delivery of electronic documents that requires less than a specified memory 
allocation size and to suspend delivery of electronic documents that require 
greater than or equal storage space compared to the specified memory allocation 
size (fig. 5, col. 6, lines 46-63). 

Regarding claim 23, Funk discloses an apparatus for an electronic document 
delivery system that automatically suspends delivery of an electronic document 
(see figure 1), comprising: 

A scheduling unit (customer database 200), for entering a delivery schedule 
for the electronic document into an electronic receiving device (processing 
system 104)(fig. 2, col. 4, lines 24-30); and 

A suspension control unit (processor 210), coupled to the scheduling unit, 
for automatically suspending, without user intervention, delivery of the electronic 
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document based on the delivery schedule (see fig. 4-1, field 20, col. 5, lines 16- 
32 and lines 43-51). 

Regarding claim 24, Funk discloses the apparatus of claim 23, wherein 
suspension control unit storing (customer database 200) a delivery suspension 
period for the document (fig. 4, col. 5, lines 16-26). 

Regarding claim 25, Funk discloses the apparatus of claim 23, wherein the 
predetermined suspension scheme that provides for, where the document is a 
recurring time basis publication, replacing the document by a later delivered 
document for the recurring time basis publication each time a new publication of 
the document arrives so that a latest available publication of the document is 
stored (fig. 5, col. 6, lines 46-67 and col. 7, lines 1-27). 

Regarding claim 26, Funk discloses the apparatus of claim 23, wherein the 
predetermined suspension schemes provides for suspending delivery indefinitely 
until reestablishment of delivery by a request by a user (fig. 4-1 field 20, col. 5, 
lines 16-28). 

Regarding claim 27, Funk discloses the apparatus of claim 23, wherein the 
predetermined suspension scheme includes entry of an entire delivery list for 
delivery suspension (fig. 2, col. 4, lines 24-51). 
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Regarding claim 28, Funk discloses the apparatus of claim 23, wherein the 
predetermined suspension scheme includes suspension of delivery of a least one 
electronically published documents (fig. 4-1 field 20, col. 5, lines 16-28). 

Regarding claim 29, Funk discloses the apparatus of claim 23, wherein the 
predetermined suspension scheme includes suspension of delivery of electronic 
mail (fig. 2, col. 4, lines 39-56). 

Regarding claim 30, Funk discloses the apparatus of claim 23, wherein the 
predetermined suspension scheme controls delivery of electronic documents to a 
user's computer (end terminal-1 14) (fig. 1, col. 3, lines 53-58). 

Regarding claim 31 , Funk discloses the apparatus of claim 23, wherein the 
predetermined suspension scheme controls delivery of electronic documents to a 
user' handheld device (end terminal 114) (fig. 1 , col. 3, lines 53-58). 

Regarding claim 32, Funk discloses the apparatus of claim 23, wherein the 
predetermined suspension scheme is modifiable remotely by a user (fig. 1, col. 4, 
lines 6-23). 

Regarding claim 33, Funk discloses the method of claim 23, wherein the 
predetermined suspension scheme is set to allow delivery of electronic 
documents that requires less than a specified memory allocation size and to 



Application/Control Number: 09/91 7,01 4 Page 
Art Unit: 2626 

suspend delivery of electronic documents that require greater than or equal 
storage space compared to the specified memory allocation size (fig. 5, col. 6, 
lines 46-63). 

Regarding claim 34, Funk discloses an apparatus for an electronic documents 
delivery system that controls storage of electronic documents received, 
comprising: 

A delivery regulating unit (processor system 210) that sets at least one 
restriction on storing electronic documents received (fig. 4-1 , col. 5, lines 16-28; 
fig. 6, col. 7, lines 3-20); and 

An electronic document storage unit (temporary file), coupled to the delivery 
regulating unit (processor 210), that automatically stores, without user 
intervention, the electronic documents received in accordance with the at least 
one restriction (fig. 6, col. 7, lines 3-20). 

Regarding claim 35, Funk discloses the apparatus of claim 34, wherein the at 
least one restriction provides for utilizing a suspension period during which 
electronic documents that are received are not stored (fig. 4-1 field 20, col. 5, 
lines 16-28; fig. 6, col. 7, lines 3-20). 

Regarding claim 36, Funk discloses the apparatus of claim 34, wherein the at 
least one restriction on storing electronic documents received includes, where a 
received electronic document is a recurring time basis publication, replacing, in 
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memory, a previous publication of the received electronic document by the 
received electronic document each time a new publication of a received 
electronic document arrives so that a latest available publication of the electronic 
document is stored (fig. 5, col. 6, lines 46-67 and col. 7, lines 1-27). 

Regarding claim 37, Funk disclose the apparatus of claim 34, wherein the at 
least one restriction on storing electronic documents received includes an 
instruction to suspend delivery indefinitely until re-establishment of delivery by a 
request by a user (fig. 4-1 field 20, col. 5, lines 16-28; fig. 6, col. 7, lines 3-20). 

Regarding claim 38, Funk discloses the apparatus of claim 34, wherein the at 
least one restriction on storing electronic documents received includes 
suspension for an entire delivery list (fig. 4-1 field 20, col. 5, lines 16-28; fig. 6, 
col. 7, lines 3-20). 

Regarding claim 39, Funk discloses the apparatus of claim 34, wherein the at 
least one restriction on storing electronic documents received includes storage 
regulation of at least one electronically published document that is received (fig. 
5, col. 6, lines 46-63; fig. 6, col. 7, lines 3-20). 

Regarding claim 40, Funk discloses the apparatus of claim 34, wherein the at 
least one restriction on storing electronic documents received includes regulating 
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storage of at least one category of electronic mail that is received (fig. 5, col. 6, 
lines 46-63; fig. 6, col. 7, lines 3-20). 

Regarding claim 41, Funk discloses the apparatus of claim 34, wherein the 
electronic receiving device is a user's computer (end terminal 114)(fig. 1, col. 3, 
lines 53-58). 

Regarding claim 42, Funk discloses the apparatus of claim 34, wherein the 
electronic receiving device is a user's handheld device (end terminal 114) (fig. 1, 
col. 3, lines 53-58). 

Regarding claim 43, Funk discloses the apparatus of claim 34, wherein the at 
least one restriction on storing electronic documents received is entered remotely 
by a user (end terminal 1 14)(fig. 1 f col. 3, lines 53-58). 

Regarding claim 44, Funk discloses the apparatus of claim 34, wherein the at 
least one restriction on storing electronic documents received includes allowing 
delivery of electronic documents that require less than a specified memory 
allocation size and suspending delivery of electronic documents that require 
greater than or equal storage compared with the specified memory allocation 
size (fig. 5, col. 6, lines 46-63). 
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Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Griebenow et al. (US. 5850520) and Du et al. (US. 
6823357) are cited to show related art with respect to distribution of electronic 
documents. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Tia A Carter whose telephone number is 703 
- 306-5433. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:00-3:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Kimberly A Williams can be reached on 703-305-4863. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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